Action / Sequence

Matthew Ch. 26

Mark Ch. 14

Luke Ch. 22

John Ch. 13

1. They begin eating the
sacrificed Passover lamb
2. Jesus announces that
the betrayer is among
them. (In Luke, after the
breaking of bread)

3. Judas asks, "Surely it is
not I?"

4. Jesus breaks the bread
and identifies it as His
"body." It is a comparison,
but also the condition for
participation in the
Kingdom of God.

5. Jesus gives them the
cup and associates it with
His blood. (Luke mentions
the cup both before and
after the breaking of
bread.)

6. They continue eating
the Passover meal. A
dispute arises among the
disciples over who will be
the greatest in the
Kingdom of God.

7. Jesus responds with an
example of humility. He
rises and washes their
feet.

8. They continue eating
the Passover meal. Jesus
again speaks about the
betrayer. (John)

9. Peter signals to John to
ask Jesus.

10. Jesus identifies Judas
and gives him the morsel.
11. Judas goes out.

12. After singing the
hymn, they all go out.

20 Now when the even was come,
he sat down with the twelve.

21 And as they did eat, he said,
Verily | say unto you, that one of
you shall betray me.

22 And they were exceeding
sorrowful, and began every one of
them to say unto him, Lord, is it I?
23 And he answered and said, He
that dippeth his hand with me in
the dish, the same shall betray me.
24 The Son of man goeth as it is
written of him: but woe unto that
man by whom the Son of man is
betrayed! it had been good for that
man if he had not been born.

25 Then Judas, which betrayed
him, answered and said, Master, is
it I? He said unto him, Thou hast
said.

26 And as they were eating, Jesus
took bread, and blessed it, and
brake it, and gave it to the
disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is
my body.

27 And he took the cup, and gave
thanks, and gave it to them, saying,
Drink ye all of it;

28 For this is my blood of the new
testament, which is shed for many
for the remission of sins.

29 But | say unto you, | will not
drink henceforth of this fruit of the
vine, until that day when | drink it
new with you in my Father's
kingdom.

30 And when they had sung an
hymn, they went out into the
mount of Olives.

7 And in the evening he cometh
with the twelve.

18 And as they sat and did eat,
Jesus said, Verily | say unto you,
One of you which eateth with
me shall betray me.

19 And they began to be
sorrowful, and to say unto him
one by one, Is it I? and another
said, Is it I?

20 And he answered and said
unto them, It is one of the
twelve, that dippeth with me in
the dish.

21 The Son of man indeed
goeth, as it is written of him: but
woe to that man by whom the
Son of man is betrayed! good
were it for that man if he had
never been born.

22 And as they did eat, Jesus
took bread, and blessed, and
brake it, and gave to them, and
said, Take, eat: this is my body.
23 And he took the cup, and
when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them: and they all
drank of it.

24 And he said unto them, This
is my blood of the new
testament, which is shed for
many.

25 Verily | say unto you, | will
drink no more of the fruit of the
vine, until that day that | drink it
new in the kingdom of God.

26 And when they had sung an
hymn, they went out into the
mount of Olives.

14 And when the hour was come, he
sat down, and the twelve apostles with
him.

15 And he said unto them, With desire |
have desired to eat this passover with
you before | suffer:

16 For | say unto you, | will not any
more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in
the kingdom of God.

17 And he took the cup, and gave
thanks, and said, Take this, and divide it
among yourselves:

18 For | say unto you, | will not drink of
the fruit of the vine, until the kingdom
of God shall come.

19 And he took bread, and gave thanks,
and brake it, and gave unto them,
saying, This is my body which is given
for you: this do in remembrance of me.
20 Likewise also the cup after supper,
saying, This cup is the new testament in
my blood, which is shed for you.

21 But, behold, the hand of him that
betrayeth me is with me on the table.
22 And truly the Son of man goeth, as it
was determined: but woe unto that
man by whom he is betrayed!

23 And they began to enquire among
themselves, which of them it was that
should do this thing.

24 And there was also a strife among
them, which of them should be
accounted the greatest.

25 And he said unto them, The kings of
the Gentiles exercise lordship over
them; and they that exercise authority
upon them are called benefactors.

26 But ye shall not be so: but he that is
greatest among you, let him be as the
younger; and he that is chief, as he that
doth serve.

1 Now before the feast of the passover, when
Jesus knew that his hour was come that he
should depart out of this world unto the Father,
having loved his own which were in the world,
he loved them unto the end.

2 And supper being ended, the devil having now
put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son,
to betray him;

3 Jesus knowing that the Father had given all
things into his hands, and that he was come
from God, and went to God;

4 He riseth from supper, and laid aside his
garments; and took a towel, and girded himself.
5 After that he poureth water into a bason, and
began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe
them with the towel wherewith he was girded.
(verses 6-17)

18 | speak not of you all: | know whom | have
chosen: but that the scripture may be fulfilled,
He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his
heel against me.

19 Now | tell you before it come, that, when it is
come to pass, ye may believe that | am he.
(verse 20)

21 When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in
spirit, and testified, and said, Verily, verily, | say
unto you, that one of you shall betray me.

22 Then the disciples looked one on another,
doubting of whom he spake.

23 Now there was leaning on Jesus' bosom one
of his disciples, whom Jesus loved.

24 Simon Peter therefore beckoned to him, that
he should ask who it should be of whom he
spake.

25 He then lying on Jesus' breast saith unto him,
Lord, who is it?

26 Jesus answered, He it is, to whom | shall give
a sop, when | have dipped it. And when he had
dipped the sop, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, the
son of Simon.

27 And after the sop Satan entered into him.
Then said Jesus unto him, That thou doest, do
quickly.

(verses 28 und 29)

30 He then having received the sop went
immediately out: and it was night.




Does the Breaking of Bread Belong Before or After the Foot Washing?

Although this question is not essential for the salvation of our souls, this ordinance
is practiced differently in various congregations. To better understand the biblical
background, the following presents one possible sequence of events, while also
providing an overview of what took place.

Background - Of the four Evangelists, only Matthew and John were personally
present at many of the events they describe.

According to the view most commonly held today, Mark was the first to write his
Gospel, probably between A.D. 70 and 80. According to early Christian tradition,
Peter was an important source of his information. Mark's Gospel is the shortest of
the four. It was probably followed by Matthew and Luke, whose Gospels are
generally dated between A.D. 80 and 90. Matthew especially emphasizes Jesus as
the Messiah in relation to the Law and the Prophets and is clearly writing for a
Jewish readership. Luke places greater emphasis on the historical sequence and, as
he himself states, wrote an account "in consecutive order" (Luke 1:3).

John's Gospel was probably written between A.D. 80 and 100. It differs
considerably from the other three, the so-called Synoptic Gospels, in both
structure and presentation. John arranges his material more thematically,
indicating that chronological order was not his primary concern. He also records
events and conversations that are not mentioned in the other Gospels.

Each Evangelist writes from his own perspective and with a particular emphasis.
This may be compared to several witnesses of the same event. Although they all
experienced the same occurrence, each describes it with different emphases and
details. These differences themselves indicate that the Gospels are not merely
copies of one another but independent accounts.

The Gospels were written at a time when eyewitnesses or their immediate
descendants were still living. Therefore, inaccurate accounts could have been
challenged at an early stage. For this reason, not every writing was regarded as
part of the Holy Scriptures.

Sequence of Events - Mark and Matthew describe Jesus' patience and love toward
His betrayer. While they are eating the Passover lamb, Jesus announces that one of
those present will betray Him. This announcement is not merely a revelation but
also a final appeal to Judas to repent.

Then He breaks the bread, gives them the cup, and connects these with belonging
to His body and to the Kingdom of God—an act rich in symbolic and spiritual
meaning. He gives the command: "Do this in remembrance of Me." (Luke 22:19) Yet
the disciples still seem not to have fully understood the spiritual meaning of many
of Jesus' words and actions. Their expectations continued to be shaped by the
hope of an earthly kingdom and a visible reign. It is precisely here, during the
Passover meal—which for Jesus was a farewell evening—that a dispute arises
among them. Here the human weakness of the disciples becomes evident. Many
years later, John supplements the account of that evening by recording Jesus'
response to this dispute. Jesus reveals true greatness by washing His disciples' feet
(John 13:4-5).

As they continue eating the Passover meal, Jesus is deeply troubled because Judas,
despite all the hints and warnings, remains determined to carry out his plan. He
lets John know who will betray Him and gives the morsel to Judas. "And after the
morsel, Satan entered into him." (John 13:27) Some Bible translations read in John
13:18: "...he who eats My bread..." This could indicate that the bread referred to is
the bread of the breaking of bread and thus support the conclusion that Judas was
present when the bread was broken.

Conclusion - The ordinance of the Lord's Supper reminds us of our belonging to the
body of Christ—that is, to the Church. The foot washing, on the other hand, points
to service and humility within the Church.

God does not act randomly but with purpose and order. Thus it can be understood
that service within the Church follows one's belonging to it. Although no one can
enter the Kingdom of God without humility, humility also remains the lasting
attitude of believers toward one another: "...yes, all of you be submissive to one
another, and be clothed with humility..." (1 Peter 5:5)

The sequence of events presented here should therefore be understood as an
attempt to formulate an interpretation that is as faithful to Scripture as possible.

It is, however, equally conceivable that God sometimes allows apparent
inconsistencies in the sequence of events in order to test the faith of His children—
as He did with Abraham when He commanded him to offer Isaac, or as Job
experienced when he suffered without any apparent reason.
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